EACLIPSE Meeting
December 2, 2010

1. Dong-Yun :  showed 4 graphs of SPI values in Tanzania sites (see Pemba Figures below). She is putting together a paper comparing SPI, annual rainfall trends and transitions.  She will send an email with the Kenya station names that she’s using, and where could use more updated data. Much discussion over what to call SPI results – drought implies no or little rainfall, but SPI “drought” in Pemba means a decline to “only” 1500 mm. Perhaps significant drier period? Or significant precipitation decline? 
2. Nathan activities:  running simulations—CLIP modified WorldClim dataset (future CLIP minus current CLIP, adding difference to WorldClim), and will do something similar with ANU Splines (CCSM, Hadley, Echam).  Then will downscale to 6 km resolution. Will write up analysis of the scaling issues coming from the comparison of 18 versus 6 km.  
3. USAID IQC on agriculture (maize & rice) in Tanzania, should we go in with Dan Clay, DAI? Yes, Jenny will email Dan Clay. Possible research topics:
a. Seasonal variability

b. Inter-annual variability – “drought”

c. Crop-climate modeling of maize & rice varieties, yield gap analysis

d. Household vulnerabilities with ag econ & Sokoine

e. Trade trends & implications of climate variability with ag econ

f. Areas of potential expansion and climate change-induced reduction of maize & rice 
4. Feedback workshops: Tom is in Loitokitok as we write. He and Simon will start the workshops on Friday, & finish next week.
5. Qi: At MAIRS there was an announcement of a DFID RFP for an international consortium for poverty alleviation in 4 areas in developing countries.  We could modify our 5 pager to include India as well as CGU/China, UDSM/Tanzania and MSU. Research could include mapping out reduction & expansion potential areas due to climate change & land degradation, plus training for using modeling & analysis tools.  Dec 9 need to send an expression of interest.  January 19 is deadline for full proposal. 

6. Jenny and Yanda submitted proposal to USAID/ NSF for the Tanzanians to write their Eaclipse paper, and for them to travel to MSU to work on proposal & publication writing. We should know by December 15 whether it is funded.
7. Jenny will give a presentation to University of Bunda, Malawi officials about research directions for climate change. They are preparing a new university plan.

8. Next spring semester start writing CNH proposal for fall 2011.  

9. Sarah Hession: defense date January 21st.  She gave an Eaclipse presentation at SETAC, they had a panel on climate change for the first time. 
10. Jeff: the visit with Pandey went well. 

11. US government climate change budget issues: NOAA is expected to be badly hit, NSF may be more autonomous, but in general climate research funding will be severely cut. 

12. Alagarswamy – SWAT latest news. He has hooked SWAT up to WorldClim data. SWAT picks only the stations nearest the centroids of each watershed region. It took some time to figure out how to get the model to read the text file of the precipitation (the instructions are wrong). He will meet with Bill Northcote next Monday to choose the WorldClim pixels that they want SWAT to use. 
13. African Studies presentations in January: Jenny will send around outline.
Figure 1: Pemba SPI trends. Note increase in “drought” (signif. less than average rainfall) over extended period.
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